OLD GROWTH FORÊTS ANCIENNES

History of the "Forest Capital of Canada" Designation
Every year around this time most Canadians look excitedly to the forest for a hint that spring is here once again. For some of us, the budding leaves might be the most wondrous sight and for others perhaps it is the sound of leaves fluttering in the wind that we yearn to hear. Regardless of the season, forests play an incredible role for all of us and it is crucial that we are actively involved with them in a healthy, wise, and sustainable manner. Creek. This Alberta region has a rich history of connectivity with the forest. Although originally the few settlers in the area were heavily involved in the fur trade, as the community grew smallscale sawmills were established. By the year 1910, more and more settlers arrived, mail began flowing into the area and the town was officially named. December 1921 was marked with a catalytic event when the first train steamed into town; suddenly, local timber producers had access to a wider Canadian market. With the introduction of the rail came major changes to Whitecourt and forestry quickly developed a strong foothold in the local economy: "Forestry was and still is a major component of the industrial development around Whitecourt" says John Dahl, President of Whitecourt and District Heritage Society for 33 years, curator of the Forest Interpretive Centre, and former mayor of Whitecourt.
The Whitecourt and District Heritage Society plays an important role in honouring the region's rich history. The Forest Interpretive Centre was a longheld dream for the Society; the first whisperings of this project manifested sometime in 1985 and the Centre was officially opened in 2000. The building was constructed using local wood products and without accumulating any debt for the community, largely due to contributions from local industry such as Millar Western, Blue-Ridge Lumber and the Alberta Newsprint Company. It is now an important piece of infrastructure for the town, boasting a multi-media gallery and interpretive trails that explore the role of forests in the local area.
For anyone interested in learning more about the detailed history of Whitecourt and Woodlands County area, the Society is publishing White- 
PRACTITIONERS' CORNER LA RUBRIQUE DES PROFESSIONNELS
e are often asked to visit classrooms and talk about what it is that we do out in the forests. These invitations may come from friends or strangers, for high school and elementary school ages, and be in conjunction with career fairs, environmental days, National Forest week, or some other event-or just out of the blue. As professionals, we are trained to a high standard in a variety of disciplines within the industry. However we may not always be knowledgeable about how to transfer this information to young people in a classroom setting. While it is ideal to be able to take youth out to the woodswhether to an active harvesting site or to the local park-it is not always practical or possible to break out of the classroom. However, there are many resources to help bring the forest to the classroom including: teaching kits; samples and specimens; and pictures, videos and other multi-media. And one should never forget about the power of storytelling!
Teaching Resources
Whether one is looking for electronic or print materials, there is a plethora of information available online regarding forests and forestry. The following links are some that are particularly useful: 
Tips
The following are a few considerations for a successful visit with the class. Speak with friends and colleagues who have presented to youth before, or contact someone from your local CIF/IFC Section or naturalist group. Before heading to the school, talk to the teacher about his/her expectations.
Classroom and Teaching Resources for Forest Practitioners W
Andrea Ellis Nsiah and Matt Meade at the Eco Mentors Conference in Ottawa.
court: A History 1975-2010 that will be available in a few months. Among many other things, the book records a unique tree that was discovered in 1949 when the massive Bear Creek forest fire passed through north of the town. Although not many people know its whereabouts, there is a Tamarack about 97.5 cms (39 inches) in diameter and approximately 135 years old that narrowly escaped the heat of the blaze. To John Dahl, this tree is part of the heritage of Whitecourt.
The Canadian Forestry Association congratulates the Town of Whitecourt and Woodlands County residents for their dedication and energy in supporting their local economy and sustaining their forested landscape and ecosystems through sustainable forest management practices.
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